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Let Love Abide!
We hope you have been enjoying our newsletter these past few months. In this
issue we focus on love, not just the love we receive from God but love we show to
ourselves and each other.
Love is perhaps one of the hardest words to define and often we pause when
defining it by saying “love is…” as if to give it some serious thought before
answering. But is there a right or wrong answer when we all experience and
show love differently? One thing we do know, love should never hurt. We also
know that love is not something devised by man but created by God. Not only is
it a gift from God, it is a gift He expects us to share. What a gift! In God’s
wisdom, He gave us a gift that keeps on giving if we only share it first.
But can you give something you don’t have? We must first experience love for
ourselves and within ourselves. Being tender and kind to ourselves makes it
easier to be the same toward others. You cannot pour from an empty vessel. So,
this month, fill up your love cup and by doing so you will be pouring into others
as you overflow with love. Unlike other things that have become scarce today,
love sure isn’t one of them. We just need to activate it and we’ll find it in
abundance. God has an endless supply and thank goodness we have direct
access to love’s manufacturer!
Be blessed and let love abide!

Scripture of the Month
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Whoever does not love does not know God, because
God is love.
1 John 4:8
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Pastor’s
Corner
THE SECOND ANGEL’S MESSAGE –
A CONSEQUENCE OF REJECTING
THE FIRST
Pastor Sednak Yankson

“And there followed another angel,
saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that
great city, because she made all nations
drink of the wine of the wrath of her
fornication”
(Revelation 14:8)

The announcement of the Second Angel’s
Message is the apostasy of Protestantism in
consequence of rejecting the call to worship
the
Creator
in
obedience
to
His
Commandment. The Second Angel’s message
is an indictment to Protestantism, which
showed promise in the Reformation but
stopped advancing in the light of God’s
revelation and retreated instead into apostasy
together with the Papacy the Mother of
Harlots.
“Babylon is said to be “the mother of harlots.”
By her daughters must be symbolized
churches that cling to her doctrines and
traditions, and follow her example of
sacrificing the truth and the approval of God,
in order to form an unlawful alliance with the
world. The message of Revelation 14
announcing the fall of Babylon, must apply to
religious bodies that were once pure and have
become corrupt. Since this message follows
the warning of the Judgment, it must be given
in the last days, therefore it cannot refer to
the Romish Church, for that church has been
in a fallen condition for many centuries.
Furthermore, in the eighteenth chapter of the
Revelation, in a message which is yet future,
the people of God are called upon to come out
of Babylon.

The Second Angel’s Message, the
announcement of the fall of Babylon, was
given as a consequence for the rejection
of the first: “Fear God, and give glory to
him; for the hour of his judgment is
come: and worship him that made According to this scripture, many of God's
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the people must still be in Babylon. And in what
religious bodies are the greater part of the
fountains of waters” (Revelation 14:6,7).
followers of Christ now to be found? Without
By rejecting The First Angel’s doubt, in the various churches professing the
Message of the Hour of God’s Judgment, Protestant faith. At the time of their rise,
which called the inhabitants of the earth these churches took a noble stand for God
to worship the Creator by obedience to and the truth, and his blessing was with them.
His Commandments including the Even the unbelieving world was constrained
Sabbath, the memorial of His creation, to acknowledge the beneficent results that
followed an acceptance of the principles of
the churches began fall.
the gospel…But they fell by the same desire
The Second Angel announced the which was the curse and ruin of Israel,—the
fall of those who continued to espouse desire of imitating the practices and courting
false doctrines and observe Sunday in the friendship of the ungodly. “Thou didst
violation of the Commandments of God. trust in thine own beauty, and playest the
“Babylon is fallen because she made all harlot because of thy renown” (Ezekiel 16:15).
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of
her fornication” (Revelation 14:8).
Since the proclamation of the
Second Angel’s Message took place after
the announcement of the Judgment Hour
Message in 1844, that reference to the fall
of Babylon was not only Papacy because
Papacy had been in a fallen state since
the Dark Ages.

The second angel's message of
Revelation 14, was first preached in
the summer of 1844, and it then had a
more direct application to the
churches of the United States, where
the warning of the Judgment had
been most widely proclaimed and
most generally rejected, and where
the declension in the churches had
been most rapid. But the message of
the second angel did not reach its
complete fulfillment in 1844. The
churches then experienced a moral
fall, in consequence of their refusal of
the light of the Advent message; but
that fall was not complete. As they
have continued to reject time, they
have fallen lower and lower” (GC 382389).

The fall of Protestantism will be
complete when they continue to
disobey the Commandments of God,
embrace the laws of Papacy; the
tradition of men and choose the
authority of the creature over the
Creator, reunite with Papacy and
finally by decree make void the law of
God leading to the persecution of the
remnant of her seed; those keeping
the commandments of God and the
Faith of Jesus and be invaded by the
Many of the Protestant churches are spirits of demons which would seem
following Rome's example of iniquitous to them as a revival from God
connection with “the kings of the earth;” the (Revelation 18:1-4).
State churches, by their relation to secular
governments, and other denominations by As predicted, apostate Protestants are
seeking the favor of the world. And the term returning home to Papacy, seeking the
Babylon—confusion—may be appropriately power of the state to make religious
applied to these bodies, all professing to laws, promoting false revivals, false
derive their doctrines from the Bible, yet prophets, false prophecies, confusing
divided into almost innumerable sects, with demonic invasion and unknown
tongue for revival from God, having
widely conflicting creeds and theories.
the form of godliness but denying its
power and deceiving the people with
false gospel. “Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she
made all nations drink of the wine of
the wrath of her fornication”
(Revelation 14:8).

“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, come out of her,
my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive
not of her plagues”
(Revelation 18:4)
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It is the old trick of Satan. The Jewish
church struck on that rock; the
Romish Church was wrecked on the
same; and the Protestant is fast
reaching the same doom.…Apostasy,
apostasy, apostasy, is engraven on the
very front of every church; and did
they know it, and did they feel it, there
might be hope; but, alas! they cry, ‘We
are rich, and increased in goods, and
have need of nothing.’”…Were it not
that the world is hopelessly
intoxicated with the wine of Babylon,
multitudes would be convicted and
converted by the plain, cutting truths
of the Word of God.

God continues to call His sincere
children still in Babylon to come out
before the plagues. “And I heard
another voice from heaven, saying,
come out of her, my people, that ye be
not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues” (Revelation
18:4).
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CHERUB CORNER

Wellness Corner
Happiness in Loving and Being Loved
Written by: Cassandra Thomas

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love
does not know God, for God is love.” – 1 John 4:7-8 (NKJV)

When you think of the word “love”, what is the first
thought that comes to your mind? What imagery flashes through
your mind when love is spoken of? As human beings, love is
fundamental for not only our survival but for our very existence.
John 3:16 states, “For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life.” This desire to have and to receive love is
encoded into the fabric of our being. As a result, fulfillment of this
desire enhances our happiness levels.

Given the importance of love and the impact it
has on our lives, it isn’t surprising that most of
us believe that a significant determinant of our
happiness depends on whether we feel loved
and cared for. Studies also suggest that
companionship
and
positive
social
relationships improve both our physical health
and emotional well-being.
However, in our pursuit of love, most of us
fail to recognize that we have a parallel need:
the need to love and care for others. This
desire, it turns out, is as innate as our need to
be loved and nurtured. Expressing love or
compassion for others benefits not just the
recipient, but also the person who delivers it.
This correlates directly with Christ’s statement
in Matthew 22:37-39. However, this ability to
love in its purest form, can only be obtained
from a relationship with God. God is not only
the epitome of love; he also shows us how to
love through His demonstration of His love
towards us. God will never run out of fresh
ways to make us feel loved. The wealth of His
grace is immeasurable. It will take eternity for
Him to show us all the kindness He has to
show. The deepest and most lasting happiness
comes from being loved by God, where
happiness overflows in love to all who hope in
Him.
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Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.
1 Corinthians 10:31

“God is the great caretaker of the human machinery. In the
care of our bodies we must co-operate with Him. Love for
God is essential for life and health. In order to have perfect
health our hearts UPCOMING
must be filled with
hope and love and joy.”
EVENTS
(Counsels on Health, 587.3)

Join our Health and Temperance
Department for Sabbath School,
Divine Hour & A.Y. as we celebrate
Health Day.
You don’t want to miss all the
important information we will share
on how to renew our minds, bodies
and souls!
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MOO Alert: September is Sickle Cell Awareness Month
UNDERSTANDING SICKLE CELL DISEASE:
A Warrior’s Story

Written by Sharon Bailey

Sickle Cell Disease is a genetic condition that is present at birth.
It is inherited when a child receives two sickle cell genes-one
from each parent. Sickle Cell Disease affects millions of people
throughout the world and is particularly common amongst those
whose ancestors came from Sub-Saharan Africa, Spanishspeaking regions in the Western Hemisphere (South America,
the Caribbean and Central America), Saudi Arabia, India and
Mediterranean countries such as Turkey, Greece and Italy
(CDC, 2019).

Omikron/Science Source

with Sickle Cell Disease. There are but few adult sickle cell providers available in the
Sickle cell affects approximately 100,000 Americans with United States to serve the growing adult sickle cell population and most doctors will
approximately 10% living in New York State. Sickle Cell admit that during their studies in medical school, Sickle Cell Disease is given a day or
Disease occurs in about 1 out of every 365 Black or African half-day at most.
American births, 1 out of 16, 300 Hispanic-American births and
1 in 13 Black or African American babies is born with Sickle As a sickle cell warrior, I can speak of the daily struggle faced by sickle cell warriors to
Cell Trait. Caucasians also have sickle cell disease, contrary to manage our pain, to live a “normal” life, to stay physically and mentally healthy and be
popular belief. In the United States, 1:80,000 Caucasians are strong enough to deal with those who already have preconceived notions about who we
born with sickle cell disease. In New York State, 1:41,647 are. Many sickle warriors are physically disabled but even though they are disabled, their
Caucasians have Sickle Cell Disease. This is according to spirits are very strong. Many warriors have jobs, have completed their education and
work in highly skilled fields and live full lives. Sadly, countless warriors have died
www.nysenate.gov “31 facts on Sickle Cell Disease.”
because of lack of understanding by the medical field about this disease, healthcare
Complications of Sickle Cell Disease arise when the red blood disparities, as well as lack of compassion for the suffering endured. Sickle cell patients
cells change shape and become crescent shaped and rigid. The are made to wait on average 25% longer than the general public and 50% longer than
cells then clog up small and medium sized blood vessels, patients with long bone fractures (CDC, 2019). As sickle cell warriors, we usually have
starving the cells beyond the blockage of oxygen. When this to brace ourselves for the long wait ahead or a long delay before anyone attends to us.
happens, those cells die. Most of those cells do not regenerate This delay often results in the death of sickle cell patients due to lack of adequate and
and as the patient gets older, more areas of the body die off timely medical care. I recently lost two friends, one of whom I spoke to four hours before
until the organ fails, which can lead to death. Complications he died. Not only are sickle cell warriors often made to wait for several hours before
include: pain episodes known as “crises”, hand-foot syndrome, receiving life-saving treatment but we are negatively labeled before we are even
anemia, acute chest syndrome (similar to pneumonia and is life- registered. Upon stating, “I’m having a sickle cell crisis,” a common response is “there’s
threatening), splenic sequestration, vision loss (including a Sickler out here,” a response like this truly takes away the dignity of a patient in crisis.
blindness) leg ulcers, pulmonary embolism and deep vein
By the grace of God, I have lived to see many years of Sickle Cell Disease. God is so
thrombosis, stroke, priapism, organ failure and death.
awesome because I could have died many years ago when I had my first stroke at age 28;
Pain is the hallmark sign of Sickle Cell Disease. It occurs when but God was so very merciful and kept me here. It took almost 18 months to recover but I
cells are starved of oxygen and die. The more cells that die, the thank God. I’m still here. If it were not for Him, where would I be? Psalm 48:1 says,
more severe the pain. Sickle cells blocking blood flow feels like “Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his
a broken bone or as if a bone is crushed and multiple fractures holiness.” God is Great and Greatly to be praised! I thank Him every day for keeping me
and for sparing my life; for giving me strength even when I’m weak. We serve a mighty
happen at the same time.
God!
Hydroxyurea is common drug used to treat sickle cell disease,
however, it has very toxic side effects as it is a chemotherapy This brief overview of what Sickle Cell Disease is, who it affects and how it affects those
drug that gives the same side effects as a person receiving afflicted with this life-threatening disease doesn’t really tell the whole story of how sickle
chemotherapy in high doses daily. Hydroxyurea has its good cell warriors are treated not only in the hospital but by those who don’t fully understand
points such as decreasing the frequency of pain crises, however, the disease. Below you will find a few websites where you can obtain more information
its side effects include: hair loss, nausea, vomiting, mouth sores, about Sickle Cell Disease.
loss of appetite, weight gain, reduction in the number of white
Are you living with Sickle Cell Disease or know someone who is?
blood cells thereby reducing your ability to fight infection and
Support is available.
in extreme case, one can develop lymphoma as a result of long
Sickle Cell Thalassemia Patient Network- Brooklyn, NY
term use of Hydroxyurea (Hydrea).
https://www.sctpn.net/
Unfortunately, Sickle Cell Disease does not receive the
Sickle Cell Disease Association of America
attention and funding that it should. It is also the only disease
that one must prove that they are experiencing pain though the
https://www.sicklecelldisease.org/
hallmark sign of a sickle cell crisis is pain. Oftentimes, sickle
Sickle Cell Information Center
cell warriors are called “drug seekers” and “frequent flyers”
because opioids are often needed to treat the pain associated
http://scinfo.org/national-sickle-cell-organizations/
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Clerk’s Corner
The Unforgettable Change
written by Monica C. Philip

The Twin Towers: North and South, where prominent
fixtures in New York City's skyline. No matter what
angle you flew in from into the city, you would see
that they were probably standing watch over New
York. They brought identity and beauty to the city as
no other structure could. Other buildings have their
place of importance and significance, but the Twin
Towers had their place like none other. It would be
amiss for tourists and visitors from around the world
to visit New York and not pay a special visit to the
Twin Towers.

Each member occupied their rightful place: Choir
members, Sabbath School teachers, choristers,
clerks, congregational singers, our regular sick and
shut-in list, soloist, elders, heads of departments,
everyone and everything stood upright. The Mount
of Olives skyline was pristine. We cannot fathom the
change that the COVID-19 terrorist attack would do
to our delicately constructed skyline.

These landmarks stood tall, occupied space, and
made New York City's skyline the beauty it was. On
September 11th, 2001 New York City’s skyline was
defaced in a major way. A terrorist attack ended the
existence of the Twin Towers forever. The void
cannot be filled by any other structure. No other
building no matter how beautiful can replace the
special place The Towers filled.
To this generation, New York City skyline as they
knew it is changed and will be different throughout
our lifetime. There is a new look to the city skyline
with the towers now missing. When the Mount of
Olives closed its doors on March 14th, 2020
members said their usual “good-byes” and “see you
next Sabbath.” Our Skyline was intact and beautiful.
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Like structures in a skyline, members were removed.
We have laid to rest, relocated, migrated, and
generally, a lackadaisical spirit has demolished some
of our structures. Next to many names on our
membership list will be engraved, words that we
hate to see. Words that fill our hearts with sorrow. To
this generation, the skyline at the Mount has been
changed indefinitely. Our mission to go into all the
world and proclaim the good news of salvation will
continue and souls will come to know the Lord.
Our new members will never fill the void that is left
behind by our cherished friends. They cannot be
replaced, and their spaces in the Mount of Olives
skyline will be empty. To some of our members,
revisiting will be a delight. The blast of God's
trumpet and the rolling back of the clouds will
reunite us with the others. Our skyline has changed,
but let us be encouraged and press on; eternity is
our goal, where nothing will ever be able to change
the heavenly skyline.¤
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3.

Happier Life: One of love’s greatest benefits is
joy. Research has shown a strong correlation
between love and happiness. According to a
study in the Journal of Family Psychology,
happiness was associated with the quality of
loving relationships. “A merry heart does good,
like medicine, but a broken spirit dries the
bones.” – Proverbs 17:22 (NKJV)

4.

Better Overall Health: According to a study in the
Annals of Behavioral Medicine, researchers have
found that having a strong social network
decreases blood pressure and lowers the risk of
stroke.

5.

Less Maladaptive Behaviors: According to a
report by Health and Human Services, stable and
happy relationships significantly reduce
depression in both men and women. Social and
emotional support also contributes to a decline
in alcohol and substance abuse, especially among
young adults. “And above all things have fervent
love for one another, for ‘love will cover a
multitude of sins.’” – 1 Peter 4:8 (NKJV)

Happy Corner

Five Health Benefits of Love
Written by: Cassandra Thomas

Quote of the Month

This is My commandment, that you love one another
as I have loved you.” – John 15:12 (NKJV)
1.

2.

Better Mental Health: Evidence indicates that
there is correlation between social support and
stress management. When facing a stressor,
coping with the difficulty becomes more
manageable with the support of someone you
love. As a result, loving relationships can
reduce stress, anxiety and depression. “A friend
loves at all times, and a brother is born for
adversity.” – Proverbs 17:17 (NKJV)
Longer Life: A growing body of research
indicates that people live longer when they feel
loved and connected. Loneliness is associated
with increasing rates of mortality due to
feelings of isolation.

CELEBRATING LOVE

Congratulations to Kyle Miller and Adasha
Lewis who will be officially tying the knot on
September 27th, 2020. May the Lord bless
their union!

The steadfast love of the Lord never
ceases; His mercies never come to
an end; they are new every morning;
great is Your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22-23

Before You Go
If you have an inspiring story or helpful resources
you would to share with others in our community,
please reach out to us by sending an email to
moosdacommunications@gmail.com
We would be delighted to include this in our
upcoming issues. We look forward to hearing from
you. Until next issue, be safe and remember God
loves you!
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